West Side Soccer League
www.wssl.org
Regional Commissioner – Dana Di Prima

commish@wssl.org
Regional Referee Administrator – Dan Polin

dbpolin@aol.com
Head Referee– Jan Hillsberg 



chiefref@wssl.org
Head of Referee Instruction – Peter Goldberger
arc1@wssl.org
Referee Ombudsman – Jimmy Coffey

jcoffeywssl@gmail.com
Referee Instructors:

Sara Fischer

betekhtin@earthlink.net
Karen Lehman

capricious@verizon.net
Gregg Solomon
gmsolomon5@aol.com
WSSL / AYSO Referee Resources: 

Ready, Set, Ref– basic manual for AYSO refereeing

http://www.aysohelp.org/referee/Manuals/AYSO_Manuals/Ready_Set_Ref_Workbook.pdf

AYSO Edition of FIFA Laws of the Game – 

New print edition will be handed out in September.

One side of the book has the FIFA laws of the game; flip it over for an excellent Q&A format on interpreting the laws and making decisions.  

On line version comes in two pieces:
http://www.aysohelp.org/referee/Manuals/AYSO_Manuals/FIFA_Laws_AYSO_2007.pdf

http://www.aysohelp.org/referee/Manuals/AYSO_Manuals/FIFA_QA_AYSO_2006.pdf

Annual Referee Update:  

http://www.aysohelp.org/referee/Manuals/AYSO_Manuals/Annual_Referee_Update_2007.pdf

Other useful websites

www.soccer.org  (AYSO web site)

www.ussoccer.com (USSF web site)

www.refplanet.com (A new web site for referees)

www.fifa.com (The governing body of world soccer)

soccer-ref.quietfire.com (Another good Referee site)

www.corshamref.net (Good UK site with newsletter)
Online Referee Scheduling System (detailed directions at the end) – 
Navigate to www.wssl.org
Log in using your preferred user name and password

Select “Referee scheduling” from the left-hand menu.

Make yourself happy by selecting exactly the games you want to ref, and make your divisional Referee scheduler very happy by using the system!

WSSL Referee Q & A Sessions – will be held 2-3 times during each season.  Continuing education, chance to ask questions, good fellowship!  

AYSO and Section 3 continuing education available at Section meetings (Feb of each year) and other times during the year.  

Safe Haven Manual (a section in the AYSO Guidance for Referees and Coaches Manual):  

http://www.aysohelp.org/referee/Manuals/AYSO_Manuals/guidance.pdf

AYSO and WSSL Philosophy:  

We are a child development organization; soccer is the means we have chosen to carry out our mission.  

“EBOPS” – 

· Everybody plays – in the Northeast, ¾ of each game.  Referee role is to watch the clock carefully so the quarters come out even.

· Balanced teams – we would like each game to end in a tie.  Referee role is to help coaches keep a game from running away.  

· Open registration – anyone who registers on time can play.  

· Positive coaching – Referee may remind a coach that he/she is expected to practice the P I E method of coaching – Positive, Instructional, Encouraging.

· Good Sportsmanship – Referee role is to work with coaches and parents to create an environment in which this can happen.  

· “PIE” rule for coaching – Positive, Instructional, Encouraging.  

Miscellaneous AYSO/WSSL Rules which will be covered or referred to during the course:

Safety and equipment

· No jewelry, including barrettes, hair beads, and friendship bracelets.  No earrings or other piercings, even when taped over.  Exception - medic alert bracelets are permitted, but must be covered.  
· No splints or other devices to immobilize a limb – neither fixed nor removable.   

· Knee braces are okay if covered.  

· No hard-brimmed hats (no baseball caps).  

· Prescription glasses and sunglasses are okay.  

· Sweatshirts and sweatpants are okay, but uniform shirt must be worn on the OUTSIDE.  

· All players must wear shin-guards, and the shin-guards must be fully covered with socks.  

· Shoes:  

· Must have laces or Velcro – no slip-ons.  

· No soccer cleats except on specially designated fields (consult your division head).  
· Absolutely no cleats on players or referees on North Meadow (Central Park) or Kantor Fields (Randall’s Island) – our permit depends on this.  
· Turf shoes are acceptable on all players.  50 small nubs, that don’t catch your finger as you run it over them – a turf shoe.  10-12 larger nubs that do catch your finger as you run it over them – a soccer cleat.  

· No football or baseball cleats ever.  They can be distinguished by the extra cleat at the toe.  

Field rules

· No dogs at or around games.  

· No smoking or alcohol or drugs, at or around games or practices.  

· No bikes on North Meadow (Central Park)

Procedural rules:  

· Substitutions ONLY at quarter breaks, half time, or in response to an injury.  

· Goal keepers play no more than ½ of a game in goal.  

· Goal keepers may change positions at a substitution break, or any time in the game, with permission of the ref; both the incoming and outgoing goalie must be dressed for their new position (contrasting shirt for goalie, uniform shirt for player.)

· Games must start and end on time – no exceptions.  

· No team should be required to play short handed if it will mean that a child on a fully staffed team does not get his/her full 3 quarters of playing time.  

· Each division has a different number of players on the field, ball size, field size, and length of game –consult with your division head for any questions.  

WSSL Basic Referee training consists of 2 courses taken in sequence:    

· U8 Official, which is both the prerequisite for Basic (U10) course, and qualifies a Referee to officiate at U6 through U8 games.  

· Basic (referred to as U10), which qualifies a Referee to officiate at U9 and above.  

· Prospective center referees in U9 and above must take U8 Official before taking Basic.  

Division Personnel you will get to know – check the website for email and telephone:

Division Head

Chief Referee
Referee Scheduler

Safety Issues:  

· Game management:  including but not limited to the following:  

· Goals – if sandbags are needed, make sure there are sandbags so they don’t tip; make sure the kids don’t swing on the cross-bars, even on our “no-tip” goals.  

· Field conditions – okay to modify the field size or layout to avoid hazards;  

· Thunder/lightning – game must stop immediately.  

· Injuries;  blood must leave the field – wound must be covered and bleeding stopped, and any bloody clothing must be replaced, before the player returns.   

· You are closer to the players than the coaches and parents are;  if you think something is wrong with a player (short breath, heat stroke, asthma, hurt ankle), you can and should take action.  

· Follow AYSO guidelines when working with children – 

· Supervisory ratio of 1 adult per 8 children

· At least 2 adults minimum, one of the same gender as the children, 

· do not be alone with other people’s children, 

· Follow appropriate AYSO guidelines on touching children – hug from the side, avoid sensitive areas, do it only when the child needs/asks for it, and understand that a child’s needs change with age.  

· As a practical rule, understand that a Referee doesn’t know the children well, and should act accordingly.  

· Do not touch an injured player – the coach will take care of that

The game of soccer – 

· A players’ game, not a coach’s game.  

· Not a nit-picking game – very few Laws, and those that are there are subject to the interpretation of the referee.  

· Ideally suited for developing children since the different levels of skills can easily co-exist on the field.  

· We modify the field size and the number of laws to suit the ages of the children.  

· Be vigilant on the Laws which protect the children from getting hurt, go easy on the procedural rules, particularly in the early years.  

The AYSO Team – 

· Refs, coaches and parents, working together for the good of the kids.   

· All grown-ups are expected to make themselves approachable, so that if their help is needed, it will be easy to ask for it.  

· By definition, AYSO team cannot co-exist with the win-at-all costs attitude, and cannot co-exist with the “Referee is fair game” attitude.  

· We understand but do not condone the anxiety and frustration that can cause adults to behave in a non-compliant manner.  

· Referee is empowered to ask non-complying adults to leave the area for the good of the kids.  

WSSL Referee Responsibilities 

· Safety, fairness and fun, in that order.  

· Okay to talk to the kids – AYSO wants you to be a friendly, fair uncle or aunt.  

· Okay to explain your calls – you are an educator, just as much as the coach.  
· Ask questions – we are all learning.  

· Do not worry about mistakes – we all make them, and we all hope to learn from them.  

· The organization is behind you all the way.  Get to know your division head and chief referee; they are there for you.  

· Do not be an island – get to know your fellow referees; run lines for them, support them, talk to them.    

· If something is wrong, tell us – we will fix it; do not suffer in silence.  

· If something is right, tell us – we love to hear about it.  

· Join us for referee forums throughout the season.  

· Use the online sign-up system to make your hard-working referee scheduler aware of your availability.  

Legal and Insurance Issues:  
· You are protected under the 1997 Volunteer act if you 

a) Get proper training (Referee course) and certification (Safe Haven course)

b) Are certified by your organization (WSSL),

c) Do not commit any criminal acts while engaged in WSSL business.  

d) Do not use alcohol, tobacco, or drugs while at or in the vicinity of AYSO events.  

· Get properly trained – take the official courses, then take all the continuing education you can get.  

· Fill out your volunteer sheet EACH year.  

· You can fill it out online, and then just print it out once per year, sign it, and give to your division head.  (Directions in appendix)

· Online version keeps your Social Security number secure – printout does not display the SS#.  .    

· If children are participating in an AYSO event, there MUST be at least one Safe-Haven-Certified adult in charge.  If a coach cannot be there (or has been asked to leave the game), a safe-haven certified adult must take responsibility for the children – this can be a Referee or an assistant coach, but it cannot be a non-certified parent.  

Working with 6-8 year olds:  

· They are fun.  

· They want things to be fair.

· As they move from 6 to 8, they move from being very self-centered to wanting to be part of a group.  

· Most groups will contain a wide range of physical development – expect wide swings in coordination.  

· They need specific, concrete examples to relate to.  “Stay an arms’ length away from the player” works better than “don’t get too close”.  

· They will cooperate if you give them a reason to.    

· Referee is expected to be a “friendly uncle or aunt”, taking on an education role in the center of the field.  

Working with 10-12 year olds:  

· They are very conscious of being part of a group. 

· They want your respect.  

· They want independence.  

· They will cooperate if you give them a reason to.  

· Referee continues to be an educator, but respects the players’ growing need for independence, and growing dependence on teammates.  
8 Methods of Restarting Play

All Age groups:  

· Kickoff – at the start of each half and after a goal.  Goal can be scored directly from a kick-off
· Goal Kick – after ball crosses goal line after last being touched by attacker without a goal being scored.  Ball must exit the goal area before being in play.  
· Corner Kick - after ball crosses goal line after last being touched by defender without a goal being scored.  Goal can be scored directly from a corner kick.  
· Throw-in – after ball crosses touch line.  Goal CANNOT be scored directly from a throw-in.  
· Direct Free Kick – after any offense at U8 or any Penal foul at U9 and above.   Goal can be scored directly off of this kick.  

· Drop ball – for all stoppage in play not covered by any other restart.  Goal can be scored directly from this restart.  Ball must hit the ground before being in play.  
U9 and above only:
· Indirect Free Kick – for non-penal fouls.  Goal cannot be scored directly from this restart.  
· Penalty shot – for penal fouls within the penalty area.  

Penal Fouls Reference (Source:  Ready, Set, Ref!):  

any of the following six offenses in a manner considered by the referee to be careless, reckless or using excessive force:

· kicks or attempts to kick an opponent

· trips or attempts to trip an opponent

· pushes an opponent 
· charges an opponent (please see discussion below)
· strikes or attempts to strike an opponent

· jumps at an opponent

or any of the following four offenses:

· when tackling an opponent for possession of the ball (with the feet) makes contact with the opponent before touching the ball

· holds an opponent

· spits at an opponent

· handles the ball deliberately (except for the goalkeeper within his or her own penalty area)

Charging (Source:  Ready, Set, Ref!):  
…… A charge can be loosely defined as body contact. Brief, shoulder-to-shoulder contact (bumping) is allowed while two players are vying for the ball (a fair charge), but hard bodily impacts, spearing, slamming, ramming and cross-blocking are not permitted. Sometimes young players attempt to run through opponents to get to the ball; don’t allow this.
Nonpenal Fouls Reference (Source:  Ready, Set, Ref!):  
if a player, in the opinion of the referee, commits any of the following three offenses:

· plays in a dangerous manner

· impedes the progress of an opponent

· prevents the goalkeeper from releasing the ball from his hands.

if a goalkeeper, within his own penalty area, commits any of the following four offenses:

· takes more than six seconds while controlling the ball with his hands before releasing it from his possession

· touches the ball again with his hands after it has been released from his possession and has not touched any other player

· touches the ball with his hands after it has been deliberately kicked to him by a teammate

· touches the ball with his hands after he has received it directly from a throw-in taken by a teammate

Dangerous Play (Source:  Ready, Set, Ref!):  
Dangerous play is the call you’ll make most often with younger players. While they usually have no intent to do harm, they often misjudge their speed or fail to identify situations that may lead to danger. Since player safety is one of your chief concerns, whenever you see something that looks dangerous, stop play, express your concern to the players and, if opposing players were involved, award …[a].free kick to the opposing team. If you stop play for a dangerous situation involving only teammates, restart play with a dropped ball.

Protecting the Goal Keeper:  

· This is the most dangerous position in soccer.  

· Do not allow any contact with the keeper; a keeper going out to make a 50-50 save should be given right-of-way.   

· Even one finger on the ball is possession – no kicking the ball out of the keeper’s hands.  

· Stop play if the goalie is on the ground in a forest of feet. 

· Be vigilant about heads near goal posts – no contact.  

· Call “keeper’s ball” or “goalie’s ball” to guide the players in quickly-developing situations.  

West Side Soccer Game Sizes by Division (consult your division head for details)
	Age
	Ball Size
	Players
	Field size
	Half

	
	
	
	
	

	U6
	3
	3 v 3, no goalie
	30 x 22
	20 min

	U7
	3 
	4 v 4, no goalie
	36 x 24
	20 min

	U8
	3
	4  v 4, no goalie
	36 x 24
	20 min

	U9
	4
	6 v 6 (5 field + goalie)
	50 x 30
	25 min

	U10
	4
	6 v 6 (5 field + goalie)
	50 x 30
	25 min

	U11
	4
	7 v 7 (6 field + goalie)
	60 x 35
	25 min

	U12
	4
	8 v 8 (7 field + goalie)
	70 x 40
	30 min

	U13
	5
	9 v 9 (8 field + goalie)
	80 x 45
	30 min

	U14-19
	5
	11 v 11 (10 field + goalie)
	100 x 50
	35 min


Directions for Accessing EAYSO to fill out your volunteer form:   

go to www.wssl.org, click on “volunteer info”, and scroll down to the link which says “click here to register on EAYSO”.  

Directions for using the on-line scheduler: 

Directions are attached.  Bear in mind when registering that your emailed password may contain a character which could be read as a “zero” or could be read as an upper-case letter “O”.  If one choice doesn’t work, try the other one!  
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Instructions on how to use the on-line referee scheduler. 
It is crucial to the success of our referee program that our referees use this system to self-schedule games. Without this system the referee scheduler’s job becomes very difficult as they must resort to sending out a flurry of email messages and making last minute phone calls in order to schedule referees for the fast approaching weekend games. If the scheduler is confident that their pool of referees are making full use of the system then they can expect to limit their communication to just sending out the once a week confirmations. There is nothing worse than seeing little or no games requested via the scheduler on Monday morning; resorting to picking referees via the “referee the game before your child’s game” rule of thumb to make a first draft of the schedule, emailing the schedule to all involved, waiting for email responses, scrambling to reorganize the schedule when you get the inevitable rejections and the mad scramble continues for days on end. This can all be avoided if you the referee take the initiative to let us know when you are available via the on-line referee scheduler. 

1How to submit a request to referee a game with the WSSL on-line system. 
Step #1. Browse. 
Browse to public web site http://wssl.org 
Step #2. Initiate login. 
Initiate log in to Authorized Users section of web site. 
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Step #3. Enter id and password. 
You should only need to register a new user (i.e.: to have your name rather than your spouse's name appear) as all parents are already in the system. See Appendix A1 for instructions on how to register as a new user. 

Enter id and password or chose to register as a new user (see appendix for directions on how to register as a new user).  
Step #4. Logged in. 
After a successfully completing the login you will be presented with dialog shown in Figure 4. Click on Scheduling in the User Management section. 
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Step #5. Referee Tools. 
You will be presented with a dialog that displays the following information. 

To volunteer to referee games, click on this link: Referee Self-Scheduler. The Referee Self-Scheduler will allow you to sign up to be a referee or an assistant referee, as well as a standby referee should one be needed. Signing up for a game in the Referee Self-Scheduler does not guarantee an assignment. The Referee Scheduler will finalize all assignments. Be sure to check the public referee schedule, as well as your email for final assignments. 

Step #6. Referee Self-Scheduler. 
This dialog opens up in a new browser window. Select a date, select a division and click on View Dates 
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You will now see the dialog shown in step #7 (below) 

Step #7. Select game. 
Select a game by clicking on the radio button under the *appropriate column and on the same line as the desired game, then click on the Submit Assignment Request button 


*Center = center referee, AR = assistant referee, 
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Step #8. Pending. 
The game you selected will now show that you are pending assignment, awaiting confirmation by the referee scheduler. 
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There can be more than one referee pending for a game and the referee scheduler will confirm one of them. The confirmed referee will receive an email alerting them of their assignment. Click the Close Window link to exit this process. 

If you see "standby", that means someone else has already signed up for that game, and you should pick another if possible or at least send a note to the scheduler to let them know if you must have that slot or if you can take another. It will make life easier for the scheduler if he/she knows how flexible your schedule is. 

Step #9. Public Scheduler. 
Check the public scheduler (see link on screen shown in step #5) to see the assignment status for all games. 
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Appendix A1 Register as a new user. 
If you click Register as a new user (Figure 2) you will be presented with the dialog shown in Figure 3. Your email address is the primary email address you submitted on your child’s registration form. 
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Some people have experienced problem with logging in. 
1. One person’s problem turned out to be that he was reading a zero as an "O", and thus was never typing his password correctly. 

2. One person’s email address was copied incorrectly from the paper form so now his login id was also incorrect. 
Contact your division head to get data problems fixed.  
