WSSL B10 – spring 2007

Division head – Sara Fischer

Contact during working hours:

Sara.fischer@lazard.com, 212-632-6429

Contact outside of working hours:

betekhtin@earthlink.net, 646-924-6984

Field

· 102nd and Amsterdam Avenue

· Set up East/West field on North half of area.  We are not yet sure how much of the north half we will use – figure at least to the main field’s half-way line, maybe a bit more after we see how the game looks.  

· Rest of the field for spectators and warm-ups.  

· We don’t have nets yet – still hunting for them.  

Paperwork: 

· Make sure you have signed medical / release forms from all players before they go on the field.  

· A .pdf of the release forms for you team are available on the website. 

Games:

· 5+1 players:  5 field players plus a goalie.  It is NOT okay to put extra kids out on the field to make the substitutions easier – they only have one more season of 5+1 left;  let’s make sure they get it. 

· Okay to change goalies every quarter, in fact I recommend it.  No kid in goal for more than one half of the game.  

· 4 12 ½ minute quarters, or a 50 minute game.  

· Games start every 70 minutes – but you’ll need all that time, so don’t be late and don’t delay the start of the game.

· Games must end on time – don’t let the game before you run over, because you will have to vacate the field when your 70 minute slot is over.  There is another division coming on after us, so we must be off the field at 1:50PM

· Games must start on time – make sure your players are ready for inspection 10 minutes before your game time.  

Equal playing time, given the spring team sizes:

· Most teams have 10 players.

· Keep careful records of playing time, goalie time, and #s of quarters sat out.  

· Kids must all get equal playing time, and they must all get at least 3 quarters per game. 

· IF ALL 10 SHOW UP, either on your team or the opposing team – play 5 12 ½ minute quarters.  There is time to do this IF we start the games right on time.  

· We have 70 minutes per game slot – okay to keep playing after official time has run out, if the kids want to play more.  Just make sure you leave the field quickly when your slot is over.  

· Do not take field time for warm ups.

· Clear the field immediately after your game.  

Expected Sideline Behavior

· Coaches model behavior for parents.  

· Stand back at least 3 feet from the touch line – coaches and parents.

· Coaches are expected to remind parents to stand back from the touch line – work with them.  

· Restrained enthusiasm – the less you say, the more they will hear.

· If you have a problem parent – work with them – you know them best.  

· Support the referees.

· Work with the other coach.  If you can stand together and discuss the game, it’s a great example for the kids and the parents.  If you can’t do that yet, work on what’s getting in the way.  

Rough play – goalies
· Soccer Goalie is one of the most dangerous positions in sports. 

· Other players do not touch the goalie – no exceptions, no “but that’s the way it is on TV”.  

· If you have a player who is charging the goalie, or sliding at the goalie – you must have the conversation with them immediately.  This is not an issue that can be let go in order to save people’s feelings.  

· Remind your players often that they must pull up with a couple of feet to go – don’t take chances.  

· Don’t make the ref teach your players – this is the coach’s job.  

Rough play – general

· Know the rules, and make sure your players know the rules – link to our division’s ref handout will be emailed.  

· Soccer is a physical game, but shouldn’t look like American football.  
· No contact from behind, ever.  

· Contact from the front will be judged strictly – expect to see calls for reckless charging.  Teach your defenders to channel the oncoming ball-carrier to the side, rather than running into him.  

· Contact from the side while playing the ball is generally okay, unless elbows are up or excess force is used. 

· Must make contact with the ball before making contact with the man.  

· Slide tackles are not forbidden per se, but bear in mind that I haven’t seen a legal one yet in this division – expect to hear a call for reckless play.  Keep the kids on their feet – it keeps them in the play.  

· Don’t make the ref teach your players.  It’s the coach’s job.

· Give the player a “time-out” if he needs time to compose himself.  

If a team shows up short of players:

· One of the biggest causes of mis-communication, and harassed divison heads.  It doesn’t have to be.  

· Coaches should work together.

· Make sure every kid gets equal playing time.

· Given that we have over-staffed teams, if one team has 10 and the other is short, borrow players from the larger team.  Teach your kids to enjoy playing with their opponents – we’re all in this together.  

· If you pick up subs – they MUST be registered AYSO players.  No exceptsions.  

· Do not let the subs determine the out come of the game.

· Do not have your players sitting while the sub plays.  He’s already had his full game, he can sit.  

Attracting and retaining qualified individuals:

· Be on the lookout for new refs and new assistant coaches.  

· Create an atmosphere that brings people into the volunteer corps.  

· Assistant coaches need to get trained – there are some basic requirements that protect them under the Volunteer act of 1997.  

· Refs need to get trained also.  

